The Prison Epistles

We recently finished the book of Acts and left Paul in prison in Rome in his own “rented house.”
He was there for two years. During that time he wrote four epistles - Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians and Philemon.
Ephesians and Colossians are sister-epistles in which Paul taught about the Church, the body.

Ephesians presents the body of which Christ is the Head.

Colossians presents the Head of which the church is the body.
Philemon is a personal epistle to Philemon in regard to his runaway slave, Onesimus. He had run to Rome, Paul led him to the Lord and is now sending him back to his master.
Philippians is the most auto-biographical. We learn much about Paul’s two- year confinement here.
Our plan is to teach though these books in that order.

     We will learn or be reminded of many themes:
1. Christ’s passion for His church and every individual believer in it.

2. Christ’s plan for His church and the responsibility and privilege of every individual believer in it.
3. Christ’s provision for His church and every individual believer in it.
The Epistle to the Colossians
I. Background:

Paul did not visit Colosse. 1:7;2:1;4:12
He was in Ephesus for 3 years.

He taught for 2 years in a “School of Tyrannus.”Acts 19:9-10
During that time: 
all who dwelt in Asia (Province) – in Modern-day Turkey - heard the word of the Lord Jesus, both Jews and Greeks,  Acts 19:10
During this time the churches at Colosse, Laodicea, and Hierapolis were founded (Col. 4:13). 
Some believe all seven churches of Revelation 2-3 were started at this time. That can’t be proved. 

II, The Occasion of the writing of Col.
The circumstance which prompted the writing of Colossians seemed to be the special heresy that arose there. This false teaching seemed to be the beginning of what later (in the second century) developed into Gnosticism. 
It contained several characteristics. 
(1) It was Jewish, stressing the need for observing Old Testament laws and ceremonies. 
(2) It was philosophical, laying emphasis on some special or deeper knowledge (gnōsis). 
(3) It involved the worship of angels as mediators to God (2:18). 
(4) It was exclusive, stressing the special privilege and “perfection” of those select few who belonged to this philosophical elite. 
(5) It was also Christological. But this early form of Gnosticism denied the deity of Christ, thus calling forth one of the greatest declarations of Christ’s deity found anywhere in Scripture (1:15-16; 2:9). 

The Basic tenet of Gnosticism was:
“Spirit is good and matter is evil.” 
So, Christ cannot be both spirit and body. 
That brought forth two branches:
The Cerinthians (after its founder, Cerinthus) taught that:

 Jesus was only a man.
The Christ/Holy Spirit came on him at His baptism.
The Christ/Holy Spirit left Him before the cross.
So, the man Jesus died, only as a man.


The Docetists, {to seem} - taught that:


Jesus was only God.



He only seemed to have a body, but it was not real.
III. Paul’s purpose in writing Colossians.

A. First, he sought to show the deity and supremacy of Christ in the face of the Colossian heresy (1:18; 2:9). 
B. Second, he wanted to lead believers into spiritual maturity (1:28; 2:6-7). 
C. Third, he wanted to inform them about his state of affairs and elicited their prayers on his behalf (4:2-8).
The text:
I. Greeting 1-2 

A. Writer – Paul - 1


1. Title – an Apostle in all of his epistles except 3,



I-II Thess. and Philippians.



By the will of God – 




Not one of the twelve – 




Not with Jesus from the beginning His ministry.










Acts 1:22




But, he did see the risen Lord. I Cor. 9:1; 15:8-9
And he did display the special, miraculous powers given to authenticate apostles (2 Cor. 12:12). 



2. Companion(s) – Timothy, our brother.
Timothy had a Gentile father (Acts 16:1) 
but his mother and grandmother were godly Jewesses (2 Tim. 1:5) from whom he had learned the Old Testament Scriptures from childhood (2 Tim. 3:15). 
Paul picked up Timothy on his second missionary journey at Lystra where the “brothers . . . spoke well of him” (Acts 16:2). 
Paul spent much time discipling Timothy and wrote two of his last letters to him. 



3. Addressees: Colossian believers. 2
To the saints ﻿﻿and faithful brethren 
in Christ who are in Colosse: 




a. Saints – ἁγίοις – holy ones




1). Standing – in Christ 




   They were chosen and set apart for God.




2). State – they were living holy lives.
Otherwise, he would not have addressed them as faithful.




3). Faithful brothers 
They followed the teaching that one,

Epaphras  (or more) of Paul’s students from Ephesus had taught them. 



b. The Salutation: 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father ﻿﻿and the Lord Jesus Christ.

1). Grace – 

   Here,  not salvation, but sanctification.




   All of God’s attention to us is by Grace.
a). Saving Grace
He graciously allowed us to be forgiven of our sins and receive eternal life, 
b).Sanctifying Grace. 
He also graciously allows us to be conformed to the image of His Son,
c). Serving Grace

He also allows us to serve Him by Grace.
and we cannot serve Him acceptably apart from it.

Heb. 12:28
Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom which cannot be shaken, let us hold fast to (ἔχωμεν) grace, by which we ﻿﻿may ﻿﻿serve God acceptably 





 
d). Sharing Grace
And not only as we had hoped, but they first ﻿﻿gave themselves to the Lord, and then to us by the ﻿﻿will of God  
So ﻿﻿we urged Titus, that as he had begun, so he would also complete this grace in you as well. ﻿7﻿ But as ﻿﻿you abound in everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in all diligence, and in your love for us—see ﻿﻿that you abound in this grace also. 





2.) Peace – 





Hebrew – shalomשָׁלֹום- 
 Greek - eirene (Irene)
a). Peace with God – Rom. 5:1
Therefore, ﻿﻿having been justified by faith, ﻿﻿we have ﻿﻿peace with (toward) God through our Lord Jesus Christ,
If we are justified by faith, we have peace with God.
If you are saved, nothing can take away your peace with God.- not even you.
The Grace and peace are from God the Father.






Some manuscripts add 
“Lord Jesus Christ.”
In the first place note that, if grace and peace are only from the Father, that does not change anything about the awarding of grace and peace,.
Secondly, all grace and peace are ultimately through the cross of Christ.
So, don’t throw your Bible away regardless of which manuscripts it follows.
b). God of peace- Phil. 4﻿﻿:9
The things which you learned and received and heard and saw in me, these do, and ﻿﻿the God of peace will be with you. 

Paul is able to use himself as an example. The Godly life will produce Godly peace, because the God of peace will be with you. 
c). Peace of God – Phil. 4:6-7
· The recognition of God’s care over our lives.

﻿6. Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with ﻿﻿thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God; ﻿ 
This section tells how we should handle adverse circumstances.
Don’t be anxious (worry) about it.

How do I manage that?

Talk to God about it. – 
that’s prayer.
Make specific requests – 
that’s supplication.
Be thankful for what you do have.




that’s thanksgiving.
· The result of that recognition
﻿7and ﻿﻿the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus. 

The peace of God is beyond our comprehension.

The peace is there, but how did it get there?
The problem may still be there, but God puts Himself between us and the problem. 
That peace will guard {garrison} your heart and mind.
Conclusion: 

